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BATURDAY,

Treasurer Battle. Gemeral Canby and (he

Convention.

As announced by telegraph on yesterday,
Treasurer DATTLE, submitting tc a direct
order from General Caxpv, pays the mem-
bers and officers of the Convention their
per diem. 'The erder is as follows :

Heaporantens 20 MInirary DisTeIcT, )
CiaxLesTON, B. C., -
Feb. 12, 1868. )

GENERAL Orpzng, |
No. 20, |

The Constituticnal Convention asse mbled in
North Carolina, under the anthority of the laws
of the United States, having, in conformity with
the eighth section of the law of ]11;[;‘;:-:,-1; :_:-_g' }‘5;”
(supplementary to the law of March 2, 1567, ‘lu
provide for the more éflicient government nf‘.l;:-
rebel States,”) by an Crdinance adopted in Con-
vention on the sixth day of Febrnary. 1868, pro-
vided for the levy and collection of 4 tax of one-
twontieth of one per cent on the resl and personal
property in the State, to raise monies to pay the
expenscs of gaid Coavention: and having directed
that the tax so provided for shall be paid into the
Treasury of the Statc m reimbursement for advan-
ces made from the said Treasury, for the purpose
of defraying the current expenses of tho Conven-
tion, the paswment of its oflicera. members and
ceutingent sccounts @ 1t is orde red,

| adding (and Lere I give your own words):

Firs:. 'That the asscssors of texes in the Flate
of North Carolina shall wdd to the agsessments
already msdo or about to be made for the year
1868, under the anthority of the laws of the Elate,
the tax levied nnder the ordinance before cited,
snd the collecters of taxes will proceed to collect
the rame at the timeand in themanner preseribed
by the laws of tlie State for State taxes, and pay
the same into the I'reasury of the Slate,

Second, Ti:at the Treasurer of the Btate is hero-
by suthorized end dirccted to pay the per dicm
and mileage of the delegates, the compensation
of the ofticers, snd the contingent expenscs of tho
Convention, ujon the warrante of the President,
in the usual form.
By command of Dr

Oanby :

AY % -
Oisjus
-

vet General L. IR 5.

Tougs V. CAziake,
Vid-de-Camp 1, A, A, 5,

It is well kuown that we took ground
against this payment upon the mere order |
of the Convention, and urged our reasons
at some lencth,  Mr. Darrie refused to
pay upon this authority, but we lcarn ho
will (}IJE_}‘ the order of General Caxpy, and |
we believe under the eircumestances ho is !
We |

acting with jndgment and wisdom. .
N - - |

would be the last to advise anyille :
. . ~ - |
mission to the orders of tlhie government |

ral sub-

:c,u,

set over us by frand and foree, but we must
regard Mr. Barrne's action in the matter |
as in accordance with a plain and practical |
discharge of his official dutics and for the
best interests of the people of the State.— |
If the funds of the State could have been
legally removed and the burden of the ex-
penses of the political pirates now assem- |
bled in Laleigh could have been averted |
from our people, unquestionably it wounld
have been the duty of tho Pablie Treasurer
to have done so.
In the first place, to have removed the
money in bt
been in violation of law which the Treas-
urer had sworn to olwy.

the Stute Treasury would have

T havorcmoved the funds wonld not have
secured reli By our laws
(see Ievised Code, Chapter 112, Seetion
24)) the new Treasurcr, for General Caszn
would have removed Mr. Barrns immedi-
ately upon Lis refusal to obey the above
order, could, in fire duys atter his entering
into oflice, bave obtuined judgment against
Mr. Darrrs and his sureties for the amount
removed (say S:250,000), which the Comp-
troller wonld necessarily have been com-
pelled to report as not acconnted for, and
the Treasurer and bondsmen would
have been sold out and ruined.

| §

the i desired.
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The Supreme Court of the Uriled States
has decided that if a publie oflicer removes |
funds from a lawlal place of deposit to an |
unanthorized place, it i3 a conversion and
breach of his The laws of North
lina dircet the Treasurer of the State

5 bond,
Carol
to deposit his moneys in designated places
in ]:31(&)!

The order 1o pay comes from i de fuclo
government with power fo enforeo its or-
ders.

It is better for the people of the State
that the Treasurer shonld save the larger
portion of the public funds, than by re-|
fusing to obey the order to have placed the |
whole in the hands of irresponsible mili-
tary oflicers.

A ministerial ofticer is not blameable for
obeying laws until pronounced uncon-
stitational by the proper judiecial tribunal. |
Preosident Jouxssox, having vetoed all thel
Reconstruction Acts and demonstrated by
the most unanswerable logic that they are |
unconstitutional, yet observes them with |
as much respect as any on the statute book, |
and all other oflicers, civil and military, of f
the United Statesand State, are actingupon |
this principle. '

Acting under such considerations, and
his refusal unattended by any practical Len-
efit to the people, we think Mr. Treasurer |
Barrne has acted wisely in obeying the or-
der of General Caxsy, and though our peo-
nle will dislike {o meet the taxes necessary
to pay the expenses of this miserable as-
sembly, for in no sense does it represent
the tax-payers of the State in fecling or
o interest, yet it will be belter to do so,
than Lave the whole State Government |
upset, and the Exceuntive Department, with
the entire control of the levying and col-
lection of taxes and the management of
State works of internal improvements in
the hands of strangers, irresponsible to us
and uvinfluenced by any sympathy with |
our wantis and necessities, and then be com-
pelled, at much greater expense, to foot the
bill of the “disrepatable and disgraceful ”
law-makers now assembled at Laleigh,

“Tue Laxp WE Love."——We copy from
the National intelligencer the following
very handsome compliment to Gen. Hill's
admirable magazine :

““This monthly magazine, which, under
the editorship of Gen. D. 1L, Hill, has from
the beginning been marked for its excel-
lent judgment and good temper in dealing
with exciting topies, as well as for its fine
literary taste and manifest ability, has
been steadily increasing in its strength, till

now it is one of the best magazines i
kind in the South. The number fo?t tlliz
current month, which is the fourth of the
fourth volume, is admirable in its variety
of interesting contributions.

:.Ehe editorial article entitled ** The Last
Dl.s.patch," which is a vindication of the
military character of Gen. Hill, against the
assaclts of Mr. E. A. Pollard, is a model of
digniﬁed, _ foreible writing, thoughtfal,
philoso lncal and finished, and thorongh-
ly conclusive in its argnment,”

| point to which this has been bronght, fur-

| by the relations in which the parties staud

| —if, when aceepting tlic office, you had
| done so with a mental reservation to frus-

an attempt at restoration by the Senate, so
| as to require Mr. Stanton to establish his

| self in your letter of the 2Sth ultimo :

| Mr. Stanton would have to pursne, in case

Special Telegram to the Richmond Dispateh.
CABINET CORRESPONDENCE, |

The President's Fina! IReport to Genernl
Grant__The Testimony of the Members of
the Cabinet.

Wasamnerox, Feb 11, 1868.

To the Editors of the Dispateh:

I send you, without comment, tlia fol-

lowing important letter: _

E&ecurive MANsION, |

February 10, 1868. |
General,—The extraordinary character
of your letter of the 3d instant, would
scem to preclude any reply on my part;
but the manner in which publieity has
been given to the correspondence of whieh
that letter forms part, and the grave ques-
tions which are involved, induce e to
take this mode of giving, as a proper se-
quel to the communications which have
passed between us, the statements of the

five members of the Cabinet who were pre-
sent on the 14th nltimo. Copies of the |
letters which they have addressed to me |
upon thoe st]lijuu[ nre, ;';r"n_'C-I‘tliI:gI.\'. here- |
with cuclosed. N

You speak of my letter of the 3lst ulti-
mo as a reiteration of the * mapny and
gross misrepresentations” contained in
certain neswspaper artieles, and reassert
the corrcctness of the statement containeid
in your communication of the 28th ultimo,

“ Anything in yours in reply to it to the
contrary notwithstaading.” When a con-
troversy upon matters of fact reaches the
ther assertion or deuial between the iume-
diate partics should cease, especially when,
upon cither side, it loses the character of
the respectfnl discussion which is regaired
to cachi other, and degenerates in tone and
temper. Insuch a case, if there is nothing
to rely npon but the opposing statenients,
conclusions muast be drawn from tho state-
ments alone, and fron: whatever inirinste
probabilitics they aflord in favor of or
adainst either of the partics. I should not
shrink from this test in this controversy ;
but fortunately it 15 3 left to this ftest
alone. "There were tive Cabinet officers
present at the conversation, the details of
which in my letter of the 2Sth ultimo you
allow yourself to say contains “* many and
gross misrepresentations.” These gentle- |
men heard that conver-ation, and haveo
read my statcment.  They speak for them-
selves, and T leave the proof without
word of commuont.

I decin it proper, before coneludiug this
commuunication, to notice some of the
statements contained in your letter.

You say that a performance of the prom-
ise alleged to have been made by you to
the President would have involved a ** re-
sistance to law and an inconsistency with
the whole history of my connection with
the suspension of Mr, Stanton.” You then
state that you bhad {fears tho DIresident
would, on the removal of Mr. Stanton, ap-
point some one in his place who would em-
barrass the army in carrying out the recoun-
struction acts, and add: ‘*It.was to pre-
vent such an appointment that I acecepted
the ollice of Secretary of War ad interim,
and not for the purpose of enabling you to
get rid of Mr. Stanton by my withholding
it from him in opposition to law, or, not
deing so myself, surrendering it to one
who would, as the statements and assump-
tions in your commaunication pleasantly in-
dicate was sought.”

First of all, you hero admit that from the
very beginning of what jou term °* the
whole history” of your connection with Mr,
Stanton's suspension you intended to eir-
cumvent the President ; it was to carry out
that intent that you aceepted the appoint-
ment ; this was in yoar mind at the time
of your acceptance. 1t was not, then, in
obedience to the order of your superior, as
Las hieretofore been supposed, that you as-
sumed the duties of the oftice.  You knew
it was the P'resident’s purpose to prevent
Mr. Stanton from resuming (the office of
Secrctary of War,) and you intended to de-
feat that purpose. You accepted the offico
not in the interest of the President, but of
Mr. Stanton. If this purpose, so entertain-
ed by you, had been confined to yourself

110t
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trate Lhe I'resident,—1t would have been a
tacit deception. In the ethics of some per-
sonus, such a course is allowable ; but you
cannot stand even on that questionable
ground. The **history” of your connec-
tion with this transaction as written by
yoursell places you in a different predica-
ment, and shows that you not only con-
cenled your design from the President, but
induced him to suppose that you would
carry out his purpose to keep Mr. Stanton
out of office by retaining it yourself, after

right by judicial decision. 1 now give that
part of this * history ™ as written by your-

“Some time after I assummed the du-
ties of Secrotary of War «d interim the Pre-
sident asked me my views as to the course

the Senate sheuld not concur in his sus-
pension, to obtain possession of his oflice.
My reply was, in substance, that Mr. Stan-
ton would have to appeal to the courts to
reinstate him ; illustrating my position by
citing the 'grounnd I had taken in the
case of the Baltimore Dolice Commission-
ers.”

Now, at that t{ime, as you admit in your
letter of the Sd instant, you held the oflice
with the very olject of defeating an appeal
to the courts. 1In that letter you say that
in accepting the oflice one motive was to
prevent the DPresident from appointing
some other person who would retain pos-
session, and thus make judicial proceedings
necessary. You knew the President was
unwilling to trust tho office with auy ome
who would not, by holding it, compel Mr.
Stanton to resort to the courts. You per- |
feetly understood that in this interview.—
“ Sometime 7 after you acecepted the oflice,
the President, not content with your si-
lence, desired an expression of your views,
and you answered him that Mr. Stanton
¢ would have to appeal to the courts.™

If the President had reposed eonfidenece
before he knew your views, aud thai con-
fidence had been violated, it might lLave
been said e made & mistake ; but a viola-
tion of contidence reposed after that con-
versation was no mistake of his nor of yours.
Tt is tho fact ounly that need be stated, that
at the date of this conversation you did not
intend to hold the ofiice with the purpose
of forcing Mr. Stanton into court, but did
hold it then, and had accepted it, to pre-
vent that course from being carried ont. In
other words, you said to the President,
““That is the proper course ”’; and you said
to yourself, ‘I have accepted this oflice,
and unow hold it to defeat that course,”—
The excuse you make in a subsequent para-
graph of the letter of the 28th ultimo, thut
afterwards you changed your views as to
what would be a proper course, has noth-
ing to do with the point now under consid-
eration. 'The point is, that before you
cLanged your view yeu had secretly de-
termined to do the very thing which at last
you did—surrender the office to Mr. Stan-
ton. You may have changed your views as
to the law, but you certainly did not change
your views as to the course you had marked
out for yourself from the beginning.

I will only notice one more statement in
your letter of the 3d instant—that the per-
formance of the promise which it is alleged
was made by you would have involved you
in the resistanee of law. I know of no stat-
ute that would have been violated had you,
carrying out your promises in good faith,
tendered your resigmation when you con-

lis responsible,
| know ana understand what they are be-

[ the

cluded not to be made a parly in legal pro
ceedings.

You add : I am in a measure eonfirmeld
in this conclasion by your recent onde
directing me to disobey orders from the

of War, my superior and your
subordinate, withouthaving conuterma u-lc_wl
his authority to issue the orders I am to dis-
obey.” _

On the 24th ultimo you addressed a note

to the Pres<ident requesting in writing au |

order given to you verbally five days before
to disregard ordeis from Mr. Stauton us
Secretary of War until yon “kuew from the
President himself that they were his or-
ders.”

On the 20th, in compliance with your re-
quest, T did give you instructions in wri-
ting ** not to obey any order from the War
Department assumed to be issucd by the
direciion of th~ President nnless such or-
der is known by the General commanding
the armies of the United States to have
been anthorized by the Exceutive.” There
are some orders which a Secretary of War
may issue withont the authority of the Pre-
sident. There are others which he 1ssues
simply as the agent of the Presideat. aud
which purport to be ** by direction™ of tuc
President. For such orders the I'resident
and he should therefore

fore giving such ** dircetions.”  Mr. Stan-
ton states 1n his letter of the 4th 1ustaut,
which accompanies the published eorres-

' pondenece, that he *fhas had no correspon-

dence with the President since tie 12th of
Angust last,” and he further says that ~<ince
ho resumed the duties of the cffice ho has
continucd to discharge them *“‘without any
personal or written communication with
resident.” And he adds @ ** No or-
ders bave been issued from this Depaat-
ment in the name of the President with ruy
l-li:u\'-'l\.ﬁ::-,'«'. and I bave ree ived no order
from hiim.” It thus seems ithat Mr. Stau-
ton now discliroes  the duties ol the War
Department without any refercnes Lo the
P'resident, and witbont usiog his name,—
My order to you had ounly reference to ox-
ders assumed to be issued by the ** diree-
tion of the President.” It would appear
from Mr. Stanton’s letter that yon have ro
ceived no stuch orders from hina, However,
in your note to “‘the President, of the 30th™
ultino, i which you acknowledge the re-
ceipt of the written order of the ZDil,
you say that you have been informed by Mr,
Stanton that he has pot received any ordoer
limiting his authority to issne orders to the
army nccording to tho pructiee of the De-
partment, and state that *“while this an-
thority to the War Department isnot coun-
termanded it will be satisfactory ovidence
to me that auy orders issued by the War
Department by direction of the President
are authorized by the Lxecutive.” The
Prosident issues an order to yon to obey no
order from the War Department purport-
ing to be made * by the direction of the
President ” until you have referred to him
for his approval. You reply that you have
received the President’s order and will uol
cbey it, but will obey an order parporting
to be given by hix direction if 1t couies
from the War Department. You will not
obey the direct order of the President, but
will obey his indirect order. If, as you
say, there “has been a practice in the War
Department to issue orders in the name of
the 'resident withionut his direclion, does
not the precise order you have requestad,
aud bave received, change the practice asto
the General of the army? Counidnotthe Pre-
sident countermand any such order issied
to you from the War Department? 1f yonu
should receive an order irom that Depart-
ment, izsued in the name of the President,
to do a special act, ard an order directly
from the I'resident bimself not to do the
act, is there a doubt which yon ace to obev?
You suswer the question when you say to
the President in your letter of the 3d iu-
stunt the Secretary of War is “'my superior
and your snbordinate,” and yet you refuse
obedience to the superior out of defurouce
to the suberdinate. Without further com-
ment on the: insubordiuate attitude which
you have <ssumed, I am at a loss to know
how you can relieve yowself from obe-
dience to tlie orders of the President, wlio
is made by the Constitution the Comtuuu-
der-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, and 1s
therefore the oflicial superior as well of the
General of the Army as of the Secretary of
War. Respectfully yours,
ANDEEW JOHNSON.
General (7 S0 Grani, commanding Armies
of tho United States, Washington, D. (.,

LETTER ADDRESSID TO EACH OF TilR
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET FRESENT AT TITE
(CONVERSATION BLTWEEN TI PRESIDENT
AND GLNERAL GRANT ON THE 14Ti0 JanUaA-
By, 1865,

cory or

T
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Execurive MassioN,

Wasnmvarox, D. (., I'eb. 5, 158685,
Sir—The Chronicle of this murning con-
tains a correspondence between the ’resi-
dent and General Grant, reported from the
War Department in answer to a resolution
of the House of Representatives. 1 beg to
call your attention to that correspondence,
and especizily to that part of it which re-
fers fo the conversation between the Presi-
dent and General Grant ut the Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday the 1ith of Jannary,
and to request you to state what was satd

in that conversation.
Very respectiully yours,
Axprew Jonxson.

THE RESPONSES OF THE SECRETARIES
WasgiNarox, D. C., Feb. 5, 1863,
Sir—Your note of this date was handed
to me this evening. My recollection of the
conversation at the Cuabinet mecting on
Tuesday the 1ith of January correspends
with your statement of it in the letter of
the S1st ultimo in the published correspon-
dence. The threc points specitied in that
letter, giving your recollection of the con-
versation, are correctly stated.
Yery respectfully,
Geox WEeLLEs,
10 ihe P -sident.

Treasvry DeErvanyieNT, |
February 6, 1863, |
Sir—I have received your note of the
oth instant calling my attention to the cor-
respondence betwecen yourself and General
Grant as published ia the Chronicle of yes-
terd ay—especially that part which relates
to what occurred at the Cabinet meeting
ou Tuesday the lith ultimo and request-
g me to state what was said in the con-
versation referred to. I cannot undertake
to state the precise language used, but 1
have no hesitation in saying that your
account of that conversation as given in
your letter to General Grant under date of
the 31st ultimo sabstantizlly and in all im-
portant particulars accords with my recol-
lection of it.
With great respect,
Your olhedient servant,
[Sigued] Hveu McCurrogm,
1o the President.

PosrorrFior DevAkrMest, |

WasninaroyN, February 6, 1868, |
Bir :(—I am in receipt of your letter of the
oth of February, calling my attention
to the correspondence published in the
Chronicle between the President and Gen-
oral Grant, and especially to that part of it
which refers to the conversation between
the President and General Grant at the
Cabinet meeting on Tuesday, the 14th of
Jan , with a request that I state what
was said in that conversation. In reply, I
have the honor to state that I have read
carefully the correspoadence in ¢uaestion,
and particularly the letter of the Presi-
dent to General Grant dated January 31,
1868. The fcilowing exitract from your
letter of the 31st of Jannary to General

- {Grant is, according to my recolleetion, a

rs |

correct statement of the conversation that
took placo between the President and Gen-
oral Grant at the Cabinet meeting on the
| 14th of Janusry last: “In the presence of
'the Cabinet the President asked General
| Grant whether, ia the conyersatlon which
took place after lis appointment as Sec-
iretary of War ! interim, he did not
Iaagreé either to remain at the lead of the
| War Department snd abide any judicial
proceedings that might follow the non-
concurrence by the Senate in Mr. Stanton’s
suspension, or ghonld Le wish net to
become involved in sueh a controversy,
to put the President in the same position
with respect to the oflice as he occu-
pied previous to General Granl’s appoint-
ment by returning it tu the Presi-
dent in time to anticipate such action
by the Senate. This General Grant ad-
mitted. The President then asked Gen.
Grant i?, ut the confercniee on the iJ'i't'C-(.'-d'
ing Saturday, ! Liad nod

S

state what he intended to do ; and further,
if, in repiy to that inquiry, he (General

sistent with the understanding which had
been reached. Lo these questions General
Grant replied ia the afiirmative. The Dres-
ident asked General Grant i
sion of thedir interview on Saturday,
not understood that they were to have an-
othier conference on Monday before final
action by the Senate it e of stanton.
Goeneral Grant replied ibat such was the
understanding, but that he did notl sup-
pose the Senate would wet so soon; that on
Monday Le had been « ¢d in a confer-
with Genernl Sherioan, and asked

enerel Shorman had ot called on that

§ye
1

u

1t was

)
s oL

(RTE

»of complying with the
request conlained in tl letter
to 1me beeausce enfiion had been called
to the subjeet before, when the conversa-
tion between the President end Gen. Grant
was nuder consideration.

Very respectially, yvour obedient servant,

\ W. Raxpanrn,

LLENANDIEIL
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Postunster General,

LETTER OF SECRLTARY LBROWNING.
DeEpARTMENT 01 THE INTERIOR i
Wasnmsaron, D. C., Felx 6, 180s.
Sig : L am in receipt of yvours of yester-
day, cilling 1 tention
dencs between yourset! aud General Grant,
published in the Caronicle newspaper, and
especially to that part of saild correspon-
denee
between the President
at the Cabinet meeling on Tnesdayw,
14th of January,” and requesling wme
state what

v altent

to a corregpon-

Pyl

Licneral Grant

tle

**to
was said in that conversation.™
In lt'pl_\'. I snbmit e following siate-
it ¢ AL the Cabicet mecling on
Jday, the I4ch of Januzry, 1568, General
Grant appeared and t Lis accustomaed
at theo Board., When Le liad been

2 A
1t nes-

|
O

sout

dent asked bim, as uvsual, if he had any-
thing to present.

In reply, the Geucral, after referring to
which had that morning ad-
dressed to the {ent, enclosing a copy
of the resolution of the Benate refusing to
conenr in the reasons for the susnpension of
AMr. Stauton, pt‘l‘ct't'd(-! Lo say it e re-
garded Iils duties as Secretary ol War ad
entering terminated by that yesolution, aud
that e conld

i note i
ELFEY.
}. resiy
e

p3C
i
i

*
L

not Jawiully exereise such
duties for o mowmeunt after the adoption o
the resolution by the Senate; that the reso-
lution reachod him last night, and that this
moriing Le hat gone to the War Depart-
went, entered the Sceretary’s room, boited
one door on the mside, locked the otheron
, dehivercd the key to the Adjn-
and

Lile I-I!TFEI{'

tant General,

. 1 Ly
giariers ot

proce: -I \I 1) le “t"il‘!-
Army, and addressed the
note above meutioned t Preside: t,
inferming Lo Lie ieneral Grant)
was no longer . cretary of War ad interin,

The Presidetit exprossed gr SUrprise
wb the course which Geperal Graunt had
tuought proper to pursne, and, addressing

] :Inl‘

t3i oot
1o ekl

AT

"
i

tiself to the General, Proeed eded to s VY,
in substance, {hat he had aotieipated sael
action on the part of the Senate, and being
very desirois to have the eonstitntionality
of the tenure-of-oflice bill tested, and his
right to saspend or remove a memboer of
the Cabinet decided by the jndicial $ribn
nals of the country, he had some time ago
and shortly after Genezal Graat's ayp

ment as Sceretery of War ad futerim, asked

i..,:}:.

the Goeueral what s aetion wonld e
the event that the Senaie shombd refitse to
concur in thoe suspension oi e Stanton,
and that the General Luad then agreed
cithicr to romain al head of the War
l)t'il‘tltl]l"llt till 2 decision eould be ob-

1301
tined fronn the conrt, or resion
H

(R

SRR

is the ofiiee
into the haads of the President before the
was fetod {hie
to place the Prestdent tu thie sauie situation |
he oceapied at the time of his (Grant’s) ap-
polutment,

The Pr ut fncther
versalion was renowed on
Saturday, at which tiue
General what Le intended do if the |
Senate should andertake o reinstate Mr.
Stanton ; in reply to whici the General
ferred to their former conyversation upon
the sume :».ill-jl_n'h alidd .:»Iif, you nndderstand
my position, awl 1 couditet will be eon-
formable to that uuderstapding ; ihat he)
(the Gencral) then expressad a repngnance |
to being made o party toa judiein! proceed- |
ing, sayiug, that he wonld cxpose himselt |
to tine aud imprisonment by doing so, as |
Liis continning to discharge the duaties of
Secretary of War ad  dwteri after the
Senate shouwld have vefused to concnr in
the suspension of Mr. Stanton, would be a
violation of the teaurc-of-uvilice bill ; that
in reply to this he (the President) informed
General Grant he had not suspended M.
Stanton under the tenure-cf-oflice bill, but
by virtue of the powers conferred on him
by thc Constitution ; and that as to the tine
and Imprisonment., he (the DPresident)
would pay whatever fine was imposed, and
submit to whatever naprisonment might
be ndjudged against him, (the General;)
that they econtinued the conversation for
some time, discussing the law at length ;
and that they finally separated, without
Laving reached a detinite conclusion, and
with the nnderstanding that the General
would see the President again on Monday.

In reply, General Grant admitted that
the conversaticns had occurred, and said
that at the first conversation he had given
it as his opinion to the President, thatin
the event of noa-concurrenee by the Senate
in the action of the President in respecet to
the Secretary of War, the (uestion would
have to be decided by the conrt ; that Mr.
Stanton would have to appeal to the court
to rcinstate him in office; that the ius
would remain in till they could be dis-
placed, and toc orls putin by legal pro-
epedings ; and that he #ken thought so, and
had agreed that if Le should change his
mind, he would nolifly the President in
time to enable him to make another ap-
pointment ; but that at the time of thoe first
oonversation he had notlooked very closely
into the law—that it had receutly been
discussed by tac newspapers, and that this
had induced him to examine it more care-
fully, and that lie had come to the conclu-
sion that if the Senate slounld refuse to
copcur in the suspensiom, AMr, Stanton
would thereby be reinstated, and that he
(Grant) could not continue thereafter to
act as Secretary of War ad inferim without
subjecting himself to fine and impiison-
ment, and that he came over on Saturday to
inform the President of this change in his
views, and did so inform him; that the Presi-
dent replied that he had not suspended
Mr, Btanton under the tenure-of-office
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to avold misun- |
derstanding, requested Geneaal Grant to

Graut) had not referred to their former)
conversations, saying thet from them the|
President nuderstood his position and that |
his (General Grant’s) action would be con- |

if, ut the conelu- |

“wuieh refers to the conversglion |

reached in the order of bosiness, the Presi- |
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'understand it to be an evasive

(til very recently of that opinion, and that

lerally diseussed.

bill, but under the Constifution, and had
appointed him (Grant) by virtue of the an-
thority derived from the Constitution, &e.;
that thiey continned to discuss the matter
some time, aund, finally, he leff with-
out any conclusion having been reached,
expecting to see the President again on
Monday. He then proceeded to explain
why he had not caiied on the Fresident on
Monday, saying that he had had a long in-
terview with General Sherman, that various
little matters had cceupied his time till it
was late, and he did not think the Senate
would act so socn, and asked : ““Did not
General Sherman call on you on Monday ?”
Ldo not know what passed between the
President and General Grant on Saturday,
excepl, as I learned it from the conversa-
tion between them at the Cabinet meeting
on Tuesday, and the foregoing is substan-
tially what then occurred. The precise
woids used on the occasion are not, of
course, given exactly in the order in whieh
they were spoken, but the ideas expressed
and the facts stated are faithiully preserved
and presented.
I have the bonor to be, sir, with great
cspect, your c¢bedient scervant,
O. H. Brownsina,

{ 4
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The PrustpeNt.

LEFTER OF SECRITARY SEWARD.

' DEPARTMENT 0F STATE,

Wasmxeron, February 6, 1868.

Sin:—The meeting to which you referin
vour letter was o regular Cabinet meeting.
| While the members were assembling, and
Lefore the President had entered the eoun-
cil chamber, General Grant, on coming ip,
said to me that he was in attendance not
as & member of the Cabinet, but wpon in-
vitation, and I replied by the inquiry
{ whethier there wus a change in the War
{ Department. After the President had
| taken his seat business went on in the usn-
al way of hearing matters snbmitied by the
several Seeretarics.  Wbhen the time eame
for the H.-t-n-!;n'y of \‘.-1-1‘, Gencral Grant
' said that he was now there, not as Sceretu-
' ry of War, but upon the President’s invi-
| tation; that he had retired from the Wi
| Department. A stight difference then ay
| peared abont the suppesed invitation,
(General Girant saying that the officer who
| had borne his letter to the President that
| morning, announcing his retirement {rowm
‘the War Department, had told him that
'the President desired to see hioy at the
Cabinet, to which the President answered,
[ that when General Grant’s commuuication
was delivered to him, the President simply
| replied that he supposed General Granl
| would be very soon at the Cuabinet weet-
img. 1 regarded the conversation thus be-
gnn s an incidental one, It went on quite
informally, an] consisted of a statcment
t on your part of your views in regard to the
understanding of the tenurc upon which
General Grant had assented to hold the
War Department ad inferim, and of Lis re-
plies by way of answer and explanation.—
1t was respectful and courteous on both
psides.  Being in this eonversational form,
| its details conld only have been preserved
by verbatim report. So far as I know, no
such report was made at the time. I ecan
only give the general effect of the conver-
sation, Certainly you stared that although
you Lad reported the reasons for Mr, Stan-
ton’s suspension to the Senute, you never-
theless held that he wonld not he entitled
to resume the oflice of Secretary of War,
even if the Senate shonld disapprove of his
suspension, and that yoa bal proposed to
have the question tested by j'i-lit.ff:sl pro-
cess, to be applied to the person who
sheuld be the inenmbent of the Depart-
ment, under yonr designation of Secretary
of War ad interim, in the place of Mr. Stau-
ton. You contended that this was well
understood between yonrself and General
CGiraut: that when Lo cotered the War De-
partment as Socretary ad deriam, e ex-
pressed his coneurrenee in the belief that
the question of Mre. Stanton’s restoration
would be a (iestion for the conris; that in
& snbsequent conversation with General
Crant yea had adverted to the understand-
ing thus hal, eud that Gen, Grant express-
ed his goneavrence in it; that at some con-
versation which had been previously held
Ceneral Crant =aid he still adkered to the
same consirtietion of the law, but said if
he should chhange his opinion he would
mive yoit seasonable notice of it, o that
yen should, in any ease, be placed in the
position in regard to the War De-
partment that you were while Gen. Grant
held 1t @ dndrim. T did not understand
i Graut as denying, nor as cxplieitly
admrilting  these statements in the form
aid full extent to which you made them.
His adiniscion of them was rather indirect
! eireunmstantial, though I did not
one, He
satd that reasoning from what oceurred in
the case of the police in Maryland, which
ho regard as a parallel one, he was of opin-
ioii, and so assared you, that it would be
his right and daty, under your instructions,
to hold the War Oflice after the Senate
shonld disapprove ol Mr. Stanton’s suspen-
sion, until the question shoald Le decided
apon by the courts ; that he remained nn-
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on the Saturday before the Cabinet meet-!
ing a conversation was held between your-
self and him, in which the subject was gen-
Greneral Grant's state-
ment wae, in that conversation he had sta-
ted to yon tho legal difiienlties which might
arise,involyving fineand imprisonment under
tho civii-tenure bill, and that he did oot
care to sabject himsell to those penalties ;
that yon replied to this remark that yon
regarded the eivil-terure bill as nneonstitu-
tiena!. and did vot think its penaltics were
to be feared, or that vou wonld voluntarily
assume them ; and you insisted that Gen-
eral Grant should either retain the oflice
uptil relieved by yourself, according to
what you claimed was the original under-
standing between yourself and him, or, by
reasonable notice of c¢hange of purpose on
his part, put you in the same situaiion in
whié¢h you would be if he adhered. Yon
claimed that General Grant finally said in
that Saturday’s conversation that yon un-
derstood his views, an:d hig proececdings
thereafter would be consistent with what
had been so understood. General Grant
did not controvert, nor can I say that hLe
admitted this last statement. Certainly
General Grant did not any time in the
Cabinet meeting insist that he had, in the |
Saturday’s conversation, either distinelly
or finally advised you of his determination
to retire from the charge of the War De-
partment otherwise than under your own
subsequent direction. He acquicsced in
your statement that the Satarday’s conver-
sation ended with an expectation that there
would Dbe a subsequent conference on the
sabject, which he, as well as yourself sup-
posed counld reasonably take place on Mon-
day. You then alluded to the fact that Gen.
Grant did not call upon you on Monday, as
you had expected from that conversation.
General Grant admitted that it was his ex-
peetation or purpcse to call vpon you on
Monday. Genezal Grant assigned reasons
for the omission. He said he was in con-
ference with General Sherman ; that there
were many little matters to be attended to;
he had converscd upon the matter of the
incumbency of the War Department with
General Sherman and he expected that

a hope, though he did not say in an effort
to procure an amicable settlement, of the
aflair of Mr, Stanton, and he still hoped
that it would be brought about.
I have the honor o be, with great re-
spect, your obedient servant,
Winniaym H., SEwarp.
To the PrESIDENT.
SECOND MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT,

r
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o the House of Representatives:

The accompanying letter from General
Grant, received since the transmission to
the House of Representatives of my com-
munication of this date, is submitted to
the House as a part of the correspondence
referred to in the resolution of the 10th
instant.

ANDREW JOHNSON,

Washington, D. C., Feb, 11, 1868,

LETTER OF GENERAL GRANT.

H'pg's Anyry oF tiie UNITED STATES, |
WasmiNaron, D. C., Feb, 11, 1868. {
tis Eecellency, A. Joknson, President of

the United Stales :

Sin : I bave the honor to acknowledgo
the receipt of your communication of the
10th instant, accompanied by statements
oi five Cabinet Ministers, of their recollee-
(zon of what ocenrred in Cabinet meeting
ou the 14th of January. Without admit-
ting anything in these statements where
tiey differ from anything herctofore stated
by me, I propose to notice only that por-
tion of your communication wherein I am
charged with insabordination. T think it
will bo plain to the reader of my letter of
the S0th January, that I did not propose
to disobey any legal order of the President,
distinetly given ; but only gave an inter-
pretation of what would be regarded as
sutisfnctory  evidence of the President's
sanction to orders communieated by the
Seeretury of War. 1 will say here that
your letier of the 10th instant contrins the
first intimation 1 have had that you did not
accept that interpretation.

Now, fur reasons for giving that inter-
pretation @ It was elear to me, before my
letter of January 30th was written, that 1,
the person baving more public business to
transaet with the Secretary of War than
auy otner of the President’s subordinates,
was the only one who had been instructed
to discegard the anthority of Mr. Stanton
where liis nuthority was derived as agent |
of the President.

Oun the 27th of January I received a let-
ter from the Seeretary of War, (copy here-
with,) directing me to furnish escort to
public freasure from the Rio Grande to
New Orleans, &c., at the request of the
secretury of the Treasury to him. I also
send two other enclosures, showing recog-
nition of Mr. Stanton as Secretary of War
by both ihe Seeretary of the Treasury and
the Postmaster General, in all of which
cases the Seeretary of War had to call upon
me to make the orders reqnested, or give
the information desired, and where his au-
thority to do so is derived, in my view, as
agent of the President.

With an order so clearly ambiguous as
that of the President, here referred to, it
was my duty to inforra the President of
my interpretation of it, and to abide by
that interpretation until I received other
vrders,

Diselaiming any intention, now or here-
tofore, of disobeying any legal order of
the President, distinetly communicated, 1
remain, very respectfully,

Your ohedient servant,
U. 8. Grant, General.

LETTER OF E. M. STANTON.
War DepPARTMENT, |
Wasamveron Crry, Jan, 27, 1868, |

Geszran @ The Seeretary of the Treasury
has requested this Department to afford
A. F. Bandall, special agent of the Treas-
ury Department, such military aid as may
be necessary to secure and forward for de-
posits from Brownsville, Texas, to New
Orleans, public moneys in possession of
custom honse officers at Brownsville, and
which are pdeemed insecure at that place.

You wilft please give snch directions as
you may deem proper to the officer com
manding at Brownsville to carry into effect
the request of the Treasury Department,
ihie lustructions to be sent by telegraph to
Galveston, to the care of A. I'. Randall,
special agent, who is at Galveston waiting
telegraphic orders, there being no tele-
graphic communiecation with Drownsville,
and the necessity for military protection to
the publiec moneys being represented as
urgent.

P’lease favor me with a copy of such in-
structions as you may give, in order that
they may be communicated to the Secre-
tary of the Treasury.

Yours, truly,
Evwin M. Srtaxtox,
Secretary of War.
To General U. 8. Graxr, Commanding

Army United States.

Hrapg'ns Aryy UNITED STATES, |
February 11, 18068, |

Oflicial copy : Gro. K. Leer,
Assistant Adjutant General.
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LETTER FEOM SECRETARY M CULLOCH,
Trrasury DerAartMeENT, Jan. 29, 1868,
Sin: It is represented to this Department

that a band or robbers has obtained such
a foothold in the section of country be-
tween Homboldt and Lawrence, Kansas,
committing depredations upon travelers,
Licth by public and private conveyance,
that the safety of the public money col-
lected by the Receiver of the Land Oflice at
Humboldt Yequires that it should be guard-
ed during its transit from Huomboldt to
Lawrence. 1 have, therefore, the honor
to request that the proper commanding of-
ticer of the district may be instructed by
the War Department if, in the opinion of
thie Hon. Secretary of War it can be done
without preiudice to the publie interests,
tet furnish a suflicient military guoard to
protect such money’s as may be in lransilu
from the above oflice for the purpose of
being deposited to the credit of the Treas-
urer of the United States. As far as we
are now advised, such service will not be
necessary oftener than onee a month.—
Will you please advise me of the acticn
taken, that I may instryet the Receiver and
the Commissioner of the General Land
Oifiice in the matter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. McCrruocn,
Sceretary of the Treasury.,
To the Honorable SeECRETARY oF WaR,
Respectinlly referred to the General of
the Armny to give the necessary orders in
this case, and to furnish this Department a
copy for the iuformation of the Secretary
of the Treasury.
Dy order of the Secretary of War.
Ep. ScHRIVER,
Inspector General.
Hreivguarrtenrs ArMy UNITED STATES,
February 11, 1868,

Geo. K. Leer,

.".. .‘\.. Go

Official eopy:

LETTER OF THE SECOND ASSISTANT YOSTMASTER
GENERAL,
Post Orricr DErARTMENT,

General Sherman would eall upon you on
Monday. My own mind suggested a fau'-i
ther cxplanation; but I do not remember
whether it was mentioned or not, namely:
that 1t was not suppesed by General Grauti
on Monday that the Senate would decide!
the question so promptly as to anticipate
farther explauation between yourself and |
him, if delayed beyond tliat day. General|
Grant made another explanation, that he!
was engaged on Sunday with General Sher- '
man, and I think also on Monday, in re-|
gard to the War Department matter, with'

) Coxtracr Orrice,

‘ Wasmxerox, February 3, 1868.

piti—It has been represented to this
Department that in October last a military
commission was appointed to settle upon
some general plan of defence for the Texas
frontiers, and that the said commission has
made a repcrt recommendivg a line of
posts from the Rio Grande to the Red
River,

An application is now pending in this
Department for a change in the course of

—
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immediate decision, butpk?:lfg:::gﬁarla{!lt'.r_"_“
can be had thereon it iy desired t_,‘,mijum
some official information g4 to t;m ey
of the commission above refery Pt = o

Accordingly, I have the honory,, rec
that you will eause this Department tﬂl(iu
furnlalxeq, as early as possible. with slw~
information desired in the premises a::: l
also with a copy of the report, if nn): Liag
been made by the commission, -

Very respectfully, &e., &e.,

e (?!AA)B:‘;:EI}V. McLenrax,
88 ostm iener;

The Honorable the Sccret::;o:f(\{’ﬁ:.ml'

Rot
o ;::; t;c.n'rec'l to the General of the army for

—

to send it by

Evwmx M, BTANTON,
Secreta f W
February 3, 1868, S N
HEeADQUARTELS Avyy Usiren STATES,
Febraary 11, 1868,
_(jlzn_. K. Leer,
Ass’t Adjutant General.

Official copy:

OUR RALEIGH CORRESPONDINCE.

LeiGH, N. C,, Feb. 12, 185s.
Messrs. Editors :—Being detained for .
day or s0 in this just now somewhat famous
metropolis, I am under the neccessity f
whiling away on hour of ennwi, by writiy -
you a short epistle.
There are two very diflerent bodies iy
session at the Capitol, oune the Suprem.
Court in a secluded room ; the other tl
Nondescript Assembly sitting in the Con-
mons Hall ; one the representative of ],
learning and dignity of the State, aud th
expounders of her laws ; the other having
for its ofiice the destruetion of those luw.
and those fundamental principles, whi ),
so long secured for her people happiness
home and respeet abroad. TLe one, iy
the opinions it promulgates, in the recol
lections it inspires, in the discussions
elicits, in the character of its members, aud
of the counscl who assist in its delibera-
tions, stirring with pride the heart of every
true son of the State, and affording a retreat
where, for a while, raay be forgotten the
degradation to which we seem to be des
tined. Thoe other engaged in destroying
almost every trace of those laws whicl
have grown out of the babits and wants of
our people, and have become almost a part
of themselves, and proposing to erect on
this ruin a constitution and a code which
may ensure the appointment to the places
of honor, trust and profit, among us, of
Yankee adventurersand emanecipated slaves
Well, indeed, might a2 descendant of our
good old stock exclaim to me, on looking
in on this latter bcdy : “* How long Ol !
Lord—how long !"
Curiosity led me to-day to the Com-
mon's Hall ; when I rcached there a mem-
ber was discussing earnestly and gesticy
lating violently. I learned that he hal
been but a short time removed from the
back woods of one of the Northern States,
and yet he had the unblushing effrontery
to pretend to represent, in Lis person,
portion of the people of our good Ol
State. Iun all probability a fair expression
of opinion of the whites in the county i
hails from would not deem him worthy of
the very lowest oflice within their gift. A
very short survey of the scene soon sati:-
fied we that the ruling spirits were Yan.
kees, whose only recommendation seems to
be that they came in at the tail end of «
devastating army, whose excesses will long
remain a blot on the ecivilization of the
day, and negroes, very recently slaves,
who, from the force of habit, must even
now take ofl' their hats to a white man,
Looking at the motley aspect before me,
and contrasting the appearance of the sable
delegates with thut of their white asso-
ciates, I bethought myself of “apples oi
gold in vases of silver,” but as this did not
seem tc be appropriate in color, I con-
cloded that the appearance of the whole
might be compared to diamonds of jet in
settings of pearl. Some men I saw there
who had heretofore gained some reputa
tion, and who sccmed to be “‘cheek by
jOWl" with the blackest Radicals of the
body. I turned off involuntarily, repeat-
ing to myself the old adage, *'If we lic
down with the dogs wo must rise up with
fleas.”
General Canby visited the body of which
I speak. to-day—even its own members
caunot call it “‘a Convention of the peopl
of North Carolin.” General Canby was
present by invitation, and was accompanied
by three members of his staff, I presume.
He cecupied a position on the right of the
President, and sat, if I may use the expres-
sion, with the “‘precision” of a seoldier.
looking neither to the right hand nor to
the left, but straight ahead, as if, indeed,
peering into futurity—a wise man he, if he
can tell what the womb of time will bring
forth, The attitude of the President wa-
somewhat in contrast with that of the Gen-
eral—swaying to and fro in hig chair as if
musing over a lullaby.
Surely the andience that honored-ile oc-
casion with its presence must have becn
highly gratifying to all good radicals ; ou
the floor, of course, only the privileged, in
the lobbies ‘‘ nothing but nigger every-
where;” in ono corner a knot of whites,
looking for all the world as if they were
intruders. 1 concluded that I must have
a better view of the whole spectacle, und,
so I hastened up to the gallery, where I was
met by a placard on the door, ““none but
ladies and their attendants admitted here.’
So, thonght I, my progress is barred, but
I'll ventare a peep at any rate. 1 had the
temerity to open the door, and was received
most odoriferously, The gullery was iu-
deed crowded with “‘ladies of sable hue’
and their dusky lords and lovers in the
front seats; in the back seats, all staring al
the brilliant uniforms and edified, no
doubt, by the cloqueut gentleman on the
floor, who seemed determined to record his
name on ‘‘ de archives of gravity.” 1f one
lady of Raleigh, if even one Northern lady
sojourning here, was present during the
short time I remained, I did not discover
her. The ladies of Raleigh, God Dbless
them ! When 1 reeall their attentions to
the ‘‘poor boys in gray,” particularly to
one who died bere some six months after
Gen. Johnston'ssurrender; Lhow they nursed
him; how they supplied a mothers’ aud
sisters places ; how affectionately they iol-
lowed him to the grave and spread flowes
upon his bier, I cannot help asking bless-
ings on their heads. That they should be
absent on such an occasion was proper and
becoming, under the ecircumstances, but
why were the Northern ladies sojourning
in Raleigh absent? The answer is, they
cannot be present without mingling amon:
the negroes who Lad congregated every-
where, and prile of caste compelled them
to remain away. 3
No body or set of men ever assembled
to make laws for a people so Jitt:e in 85It
pathy with those they profess to represcat,
and, I may add, that no body ever asseu-
bled on the Continent of America 50 Wiok
ly unfitted, by education and training, to
form a Constitution, or mect the cxigen
cy which has called them together. Oh i
I beg pardon; they are, 1 prc—sumu,‘c‘[_u.u
to similar bodies, now or recently, in s€s
sion in tho Southern States, OIf course,
there aro some men of ability among the;n:
The little band of Coaservatives would, :,
their acknowledged ialents, do ltm;lgl‘qd.
auny assembly. Rodman, it mus [J‘tlhu
mitted, is an excellent lawyer; 11t "“1 ”
has more brains than ull the Radicals
in the House, but, it is :;ccc!lcss to mm].r?L
that, horeafter, with the Radicals he mus
ink or swim. 3
"It was my p o have comeen
on some of the Acts already passed 51 o
body, and others which they mt"l‘im on
pass, but I will not trespass further OF
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the San Antonio and El Paso mail, so as

yeur indulgence. Crvis.




